History in the making






Always Was, Always Will Be

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of Whadjuk Noongar Boodja whose connection to the land spans
60,000 years. Country that First Nations peoples speak of as sustaining their lives in every aspect - spiritually,
physically, emotionally, socially and culturally. Being fortunate enough to live, work and play in the Swan Valley,

we accept that we now share the responsibility of preserving this land for future generations.
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The Swan Valley
Wine Region

In 1827, Captain James Stirling discovered what First
Australians had always known; The Swan Valley is a
natural food bowl. Upon seeing the rich alluvial soil along
the riverbank, he recommended a colony be established
in Western Australia. Little did he realise how unique this
loamy pocket was, with the rest of the Swan Coastal Plain

sitting on sand.

Over two days in 1829, the land between Upper Swan and
Maylands was allocated to the colonial settlers. It was
divided into long ribbons of land to give maximum access
to the river. The settlers had to be completely self-reliant
and brought with them vine cuttings and root stock from
the Cape in South Africa - a white varietal called ‘sweet
water’ and ‘El Mirror’ muscatel. Life was going to be

tough; wine was a must!



JOHN GRIFFITHS

ARCH KOSOVICH

GARTH CLIFF

RYAN SUDANO

Australia’s
second oldest
wine growing
region

Among the original estates created were Olive Farm,
Houghton (now Nikola Estate) and Sandalford; estates

that are still key to the success of the region today.

In 1843, Henry Camfield wrote to his father: “The Colony

is possessed with a vine mania!” As time went on, growers
propagated varietals that worked: Chenin Blanc, Verdelho,
Shiraz and Grenache. These varietals continue to express
the region today, in both traditional and modern

winemaking and styles.



Generations of
experience

It was the arrival of Croatian and Italian migrants in
the Swan Valley from 1916 onwards, that really lifted its
winemaking game. They were outstanding vignerons,
with generations of experience. Experts in disease
control, pruning and warm climate varietals, they knew

how to get the best possible results from the land.

The only catch was you had to be family or friends to
enjoy their wine. Production was primarily for home
consumption, with the majority of vines used to produce

dried fruit for export.



The Mann
who changed
everything

In 1937, Jack Mann put the Swan Valley on the national
and international winemaking map when his Chenin
Blanc based wine swept first prize at the Melbourne
Wine Show in its maiden year, and again the following
year. The judges likened the wine to a Burgundy

from France, and the name stuck - Houghton White
Burgundy. He went on to make it for 51 consecutive
vintages - an Australian record. Houghton White
Burgundy (now Houghton White Classic) has gone on to

become one of the most acclaimed wines in the country.

Jack’s son, Dorham Mann, had an equally transformative
effect on the Valley. In his role as State Viticulturalist,
he introduced producers to cold fermentation.in

the 1970s. This allowed the Valley to expand beyond
mostly fortified wines and ushered in the modern age

of winemaking.



History in
the making

Today, the current generation of winemakers draw
on the region’s heritage to create modern
expressions of historic varietals. Few winemakers in
the world have the privilege of working with such old
vine parcels. Their mission is to make the best wine
they can to keep this piece of living heritage intact

and in the ground.

In addition to the region’s champion varietals, they’re
planting new warm climate varietals like Tempranillo,
Touriga, Fiano and Vermentino amongst others.
Nearly two hundred years since grapes were first
planted the exploration continues, demonstrating this

fertile region’s ability to generate high quality wine.



Grapes are a reflection of where they grow. The climate,
soil and landscape all have a direct impact on the final
flavours that will be present in the fruit. Winemaking
may have originated in Europe, however the Swan Valley

hit the geographical jackpot for grape growing.

Our growers have three distinct soil types to play with.
Along the banks of the Swan River are rich alluvial soils,
underpinned by clay. Along the base of the scarp is
coffee rock - less fertile, gravelly soil that drains easily.
Finally, there is the sandy soil of the Perth coastal plain.
Growers are able to take advantage of the Valley’s
different soil types to naturally express the true flavours

of the fruit they’re growing.

Swan Valley vines are guaranteed of receiving plenty of
sunshine, moderated by the regular Indian Ocean sea
breeze. This combination ensures grapes always reach
optimum ripeness, while dry summers mean little or no

disease as they ripen.

Great wine starts in the vineyard. The Swan Valley is
ideally positioned to produce world-class, warm climate
wines. All this just 25 minutes from Perth CBD.



SWAN VALLEY GRAPE VARIETIES

Chenin Blanc

Grape vines have been grown in the Swan Valley since 1829, perhaps
none more successfully than Chenin Blanc. Originally from the

Loire Valley in France, this sun-loving varietal, with its delicate floral
aromas, apple-like flavours and zingy acidity, thrives in the Swan
Valley. The Indian Ocean climate brings out its best, allowing the

grapes to always ripen to their optimum.

Given its superstar status in the Swan Valley, it is the most widely
planted white grape variety. Annually, the Region crushes around a

third of Australia’s Chenin Blanc.

The quantity is matched by quality. With Chenin, old vines create finer
wines as it takes at least 20 years for Chenin vines to start producing
their best fruit. And what a versatile fruit it is, making wines from

sparkling through to still; crisp and dry through to luscious and sweet.

Legendary winemaker, Jack Mann, proved vintage after vintage that
Swan Valley Chenin Blanc could be the best wine in Australia. Today,
the Valley is at the epicentre of the premium Chenin renaissance.
Inspired by Mann, winemakers are letting the wine world know Swan

Valley Chenin Blanc wants its crown back.

Here are a few suggestions to start your exploration of this versatile
varietal in the Swan Valley.
WINERIES

Black Swan Winery
Carilley Estate
Corymbia
Edgecombe Brothers
Faber Vineyard
Garbin Estate Wines
Harris Organic Wines
Jarrah Ridge Wines
John Kosovich Wines

Lancaster Wines
Little Black Dog Wines
Little River Wines
Nikola Estate
Oakover Wines
Olive Farm Wines
Pandemonium Estate
Paul Conti
Pinelli Estate

Riverbank Estate
Sandalford Wines
Sittella
Torrent Wines
Tyler’s Vineyard
Vino Volta
Windy Creek Estate

Tasting notes on reverse.



Chenin Blanc

PRIMARY FLAVOURS

Apple Quince White Nectarine Chamomile

TASTE PROFILE

Dry

Light-Medium Body
Low/None Tannin
Medium-High Acidity

11.5-13.5% ABV

Honey



SWAN VALLEY GRAPE VARIETIES

Verdelho

The Swan Valley and Verdelho were made for each other. The early
vignerons were right in assuming this Portuguese varietal would suit
the Valley’s long, warm summers and cooling ocean breezes. In fact it
does so well, that a block of Verdelho planted in 1895 at what is now

Mandoon Estate, is still going strong.

When it was first planted, the fruit would have been used to produce
fortified wines like in its home of Madeira. As late as the 1970, 85%
of Verdelho was fortified. Over time winemakers recognised that
Verdelho’s delicious tropical fruit flavours would also make excellent,
fruit-driven dry white table wines. Today, the figures are inversed and
85% of Verdelho is table wine.

For modern Verdelho styles, it's about not letting the fruit get too

ripe. It is picked when it achieves the perfect balance between
Verdelho's natural delicate acidity and fresh aromatic fruit flavours.
The rich honeysuckle flavours are allowed free reign, without the

influence of new oak.

World-renowned Master of Wine, Jancis Robinson, believes the Swan
Valley makes the best Verdelho in the world. Here are a few wineries

to try, to help you form your own opinion.

WINERIES

Sandalford Wines
Sittella
Talijancich Wines

Faber Vineyard Lancaster Wines
Garbin Estate Wines

Harris Organic Wines

Mandoon Estate
Oakover Wines

Heafod Glen Olive Farm Wines Upper Reach
John Kosovich Wines Pinelli Estate Windy Creek Estate
Jadran Wines Riverbank Estate

Tasting notes on reverse.



Verdelho

PRIMARY FLAVOURS

Honeydew Melon  Pineapple Ginger Gooseberry

TASTE PROFILE

Dry

Light-Medium Body
Low/None Tannin
Medium-High Acidity

12 -14% ABV
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Brazil Nut



SWAN VALLEY GRAPE VARIETIES

Grenache

First planted in the Swan Valley in the 1860s, Grenache has been

under vine ever since. Historically, local winemakers used it to produce

world-class port-style wines. Now they’re exploring Grenache’s other
side, creating luscious lighter style wines that pair perfectly with

spiced dishes, roasted meats and cheeses.

With Grenache less is more - the lower the yield, the better the
wine. Between the Swan Valley’s rocky, tough shallow soil, warm
climate and old vines (average vine age is 35 years plus, however it is
not uncommon to find pockets in excess of 60 years old), Grenache

naturally receives the tough love that brings out its best.

Grapes are picked earlier to retain acidity and the fresh red fruit

characters. Often a portion of whole bunches are used during

fermentation to accentuate the fragrance of the wine and give extra

structure, and little or no new oak is used.

These changes have completely shifted the style of Grenache and

winemakers often refer to it as “warm climate Pinot Noir”.

0Old vines, low yields and modern winemaking are generating serious
buzz for Swan Valley Grenache. Here are the Swan Valley wineries to

start your (tough) love of Grenache.

WINERIES
Faber Vineyard Olive Farm Wines Torrent Wines
Funk Wine Pandemonium Estate Tyler’s Vineyard
Heafod Glen Winery Pinelli Estate Upper Reach
Little Black Dog Wines Riverbank Estate Vino Volta
Mandoon Estate Sittella Windy Creek Estate

Tasting notes on reverse.



Grenache

PRIMARY FLAVOURS
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Raspberry Cherry Blood orange Earthy Dried Herbs

TASTE PROFILE

Dry

Medium-Full Body

Medium Tannin

Medium Acidity

13- 14.5% ABV



SWAN VALLEY GRAPE VARIETIES

Shiraz

their long game; to create wines that are great now but have the

It is the varietal that certainly helped put Australia on the world
wine map. You'll find Shiraz in just about every wine growing region
as it consistently performs well in cool through to warm climates

and a variety of soil types.

The Swan Valley produces warm climate Shiraz to rival some of the
best known regions in Australia. The Valley’s gravelly soil naturally
controls the vine’s vigour, while warm summer days tempered by
cool ocean breezes allow the grapes to always ripen to perfection.
The resulting fruit produces plush, medium to full-bodied wines

full of delicious dark fruit flavours.

Swan Valley Shiraz is renowned for its softness and length. This
provides wines with a suppleness and drinkability while young.

The quality of the fruit however, also allows winemakers to test

ability to become even greater with time.

If you've sipped your way around the Shiraz world, it’s time to discover

the outstanding varieties being produced in your own backyard by

these wineries.

Albion on Swan
Black Swan Winery
Carilley Estate
Edgecombe Brothers
Faber Vineyard
Funk Wine
Garbin Estate Wines
Harris Organic Wines
Heafod Glen
Jane Brook Estate
Jarrah Ridge Wines

WINERIES

Jadran Wines
John Kosovich Wines
Lamont’s
Lancaster Wines
Little Black Dog Wines
Little River Wines
Mandoon Estate
Nikola Estate
Oakover Wines
Olive Farm Wines
Pandemonium Estate

Paul Conti
Pinelli Estate
Riverbank Estate
Sandalford Wines
Sittella
Talijancich Wines
Torrent Wines
Upper Reach

Windy Creek Estate

Tasting notes on reverse.



Shiraz

PRIMARY FLAVOURS
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Blueberry Black Plum Milk Chocolate Dried Herb

TASTE PROFILE

Dry

Medium-Full Body

Medium-High Tannin

Medium Acidity

13.5-15% ABV

¥

Peppercorn



SWAN VALLEY GRAPE VARIETIES

Fortifieds

When the first vines were planted in the Swan Valley in 1829, domestic
refrigeration was nearly one hundred years away. Consequently,

the majority of wines produced would have been fortified with the
addition of a distilled spirit - by raising the alcohol content, they'd

prevent the wine from spoiling.

The Valley’s endless summers translate into sweet ripe fruit, that

if left to dry on the vine, can achieve the levels of sugar needed to
produce liqueur-style fortifieds. Varietals like Grenache and Shiraz
easily attain high levels of ripeness to make other fortified styles such

as Tawny and Vintage Port.

Sitting beneath the umbrella of fortified wines are a variety of styles,
including liqueur from Verdelho, Muscat and Pedro Ximenez, and Port

styles from Shiraz and Grenache.

The Swan Valley is renowned for producing world-class fortified wines
that can take decades to make. Equally timeless is the production
style; third generation winemakers are still using the same

techniques and vines as their grandparents.

Fortified wines are the embodiment of history in the making - reflecting

time and tradition. These wineries are amongst the top of the class.

Black Swan Winery
Carilley Estate
Corymbia
Edgecombe Brothers
Faber Vineyard
Garbin Estate Wines
Harris Organic Wine
Heafod Glen
Jadran Wines

Wineries

Jane Brook Estate
John Kosovich Wines
Lamonts
Lancaster Wines
Little Black Dog Wines
Olive Farm Wines
Pandemonium Estate
Paul Conti
Pinelli Estate

Riverbank Estate
Sandalford Wines
Sittella
Talijancich Wines
Torrent Wines
Tyler’s Vineyard
Upper Reach
Vino Volta
Windy Creek Estate






Albion on Swan
Black Swan Wines
Carilley Estate
Corymbia
Edgecombe Brothers
Faber Vineyard
Funk Wine
Garbin Estate Wines
Harris Organic Wines
Heafod Glen
Jadran Wines

Jane Brook Estate

SWAN VALLEY WINE MAKERS ASSOCATION MEMBERSHIP

Jarrah Ridge Wines
John Kosovich Wines
Lamont’s
Lancaster Wines
Little Black Dog Wines
Little River Wines
Mandoon Estate
Nikola Estate
Oakover Wines
Olive Farm Wines

Pandemonium Estate

Paul Conti

Pinelli Estate
Riverbank Estate
Sandalford
Sittella
Talijancich Wines
Torrent Wines
Tyler’s Vineyard
Upper Reach
Vino Volta
Windy Creek Estate

History in the making






